
 

Joint City-Greene County Planning Task Force 
Meeting Notes 

January 8, 2014 – 9:00 a.m. – Greene County Archives Election Center 

Meeting #10 
 

Task Force Members Present: 

 

Greg Burris, Springfield City Manager 

Tim Smith, Greene County Administrator 

Collin Quigley, Springfield Assistant City Manager 

Cindy Stein, Greene County Auditor 

Mary Mannix Decker, Springfield Finance Director 

Martha Mundt, Greene County Budget Director 

Paul Williams, Springfield Police Chief 

Jerry Moyer, Greene County Court Administrator 

Jim Arnott, Greene County Sherriff 

 

 

The meeting began at approximately 9:03 a.m. with a welcome from Greg Burris, City Manager, and Tim 

Smith, Greene County Administrator, followed by a review of today’s agenda. 

 

The meeting notes from the December 18, 2013 meeting were addressed towards the end of the meeting. 

 

County Administrator Smith reviewed an updated copy regarding the Safety & Justice Roundtable, 

Report, Four-Year Update dated January 2014, which was previously e-mailed out to the Task Force for 

their review.  (Please refer to Exhibit A located within the City Clerk’s Office for additional information.)   

 

The Task Force reviewed Exhibit A.   

 

Cindy Stein, Greene County Auditor, moved for the Task Force to accept the updated Safety & Justice 

Roundtable Report, Four-Year Update dated January 2014 as presented.  Jim Arnott, Greene County 

Sherriff, seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved by those present.   

 

City Manager Burris thanked County Administrator Smith for his dedicated efforts in updating the Safety 

and Justice Roundtable Report.   

 

City Manager Burris discussed the following two handouts, which were also previously e-mailed out to 

the Task Force for review:  Springfield/Greene County Integrated Plan Proposal to EPA – A Citizen-

Focused Approach; and a copy of a letter dated January 30, 2013 to Karl Brooks, Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and Sara Parker Pauley, Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

regarding recommendations made from the City’s citizen-based Unfunded Environmental Mandates 

Affordability Task Force (Affordability Task Force) (a copy of a report dated January 28, 2013 is also 

attached to this letter along with some additional information).  (Please refer to Exhibits B & C located 

within the City Clerk’s Office for additional information.)   

 

City Manager Burris addressed that with the potential water, air, and solid waste environmental mandates 

for the City, Greene County, and City Utilities (CU), when combined, these could exceed $1 billion over 

the next 10-15 years, which our Community cannot afford.  He noted that no other issue on our 

Community’s “radar screen” has the potential fiscal impact on local citizens as the projected unfunded 

environmental mandates over the next two decades.   

 



 

Thus, the City, County, and CU are proposing a “pilot project” to develop a plan that focuses on 

environmental issues based upon the following guiding principles:  Affordability; Effectiveness; Fairness; 

Attainability; Measurability; and Adaptability.   

 

City Manager Burris explained with the above guiding principles, along with the proposed collaboration 

with the EPA and MDNR, the “pilot project” should meet all eight of the EPA’s “Principles to Guide the 

Development of an Integrated Plan.”  He also highlighted the four following key themes being proposed 

as an integral part of the “pilot project’s” integrated plan:  taking a holistic approach; community 

affordability; using local expertise and community values to develop local effective plans; and 

collaboration.   

 

City Manager Burris noted that the “pilot project” could potentially serve as a demonstration program for 

cities across the Country.    He added that the EPA and MDNR have provided feedback that they would 

consider the “pilot project,” which is a unique approach, at this time.   

 

During the discussion, City Manager Burris also reviewed the recommendations from the Affordability 

Task Force, which are based upon seven (7) criteria that MDNR is statutorily required to use to evaluate 

community affordability.  He noted that these recommendations were forwarded to the EPA and MDNR.   

 

City Manager Burris discussed that within their recommendations, the Affordability Task Force Report 

noted that MDNR should consider the “law of diminishing returns” during their affordability analysis, as 

well as should allow the “older,” more cost-effective technology to be utilized until the end of its lifecycle 

as opposed to requiring newer, more up-to-date technologies to be used, which are more expensive. He 

informed the Task Force that some upcoming meetings would be held with some of the other Task Forces 

(i.e. Wastewater) to obtain and provide additional citizen input to address MDNR and EPA’s 

requirements pertaining to affordability. 

 

Mary Mannix Decker, City Finance Director, made comments regarding the issue of affordability for all 

local residents, apparently since the local median family income is lower than other metropolitan areas 

within the State.  City Manager Burris reported that the EPA uses the average family median income to 

base the issue of affordability at a rate of 2% of the median family income.  He added that other factors 

should be included to base the issue of affordability. 

 

City Manager Burris noted that local residents are currently experiencing year 3 of a 5 year increase for 

sewer rates (Early Action Plan), plus CU’s rate increases (i.e. regarding air quality regulations). 

 

The Task Force briefly discussed that other areas, such as St. Louis and Kansas City, are also 

experiencing the challenges regarding addressing the various mandates from the EPA and MDNR. 

 

Following the discussion, County Administrator Smith briefly discussed some of the upcoming meeting 

topics and meeting dates with the Task Force.  He announced that the next Task Force meeting is 

scheduled for January 22, 2014 with a location yet to be determined.  County Administrator noted that he 

would e-mail out an updated meeting and topic schedule through July 9
th
 to the Task Force in the near 

future.   

 

Clerk’s Note:  Due to some Task Force members being unable to attend the Wednesday, January 22, 

2014 meeting, the date was rescheduled for Monday, January 27, 2014.   

 

City Manager Burris asked for a motion to approve the notes from the December 18, 2013 meeting.   

Jerry Moyer, Greene County Court Administrator, moved to approve the notes as presented.  Paul 

Williams, Springfield Police Chief, seconded the motion and the notes were approved. 

 

With no additional discussion, the meeting was dismissed at approximately 9:37 a.m.   


































































































































