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City startswork on last two waterways projects funded by 2006 Parks Sales Tax

By spring of 2014, citizens will see needed improeets to two Ozark Greenways trails and
waterways systems in south Springfield. Once tiposgects are complete, the funding source
for waterways improvements in Springfield will haagsentially dried up, said Todd Wagner,
P.E., of the City's Public Works department.

On Sept. 3, Public Works began work on the lastwaterways improvement projects funded
by the voter-approved county-wide 2006 Parks SBdes— the Ward Branch and Nathanael
Greene/Close Memorial Park projects. The tax suhsat 30, 2012.

The City can pull funding for future water qualfiyojects from the 1/4-cent Capital
Improvements Sales Tax funds, but it's not enoadhrid much more than small-scale projects
here and there, Wagner said.

One of the charges of the Joint City-County Plagriiask Force is to find solutions for the
challenge of funding needed water quality projécthe city and county, he added.

Ward Branch

The $1.5 million Ward Branch Stormwater and GregnWail Improvements Project, (pdf) a
multipurpose project that includes stream bankilstabion to protect road embankments and
improve water quality, will continue the developrmehthe Ward Branch Greenway Trail.

The project will extend from Bradford Parkway andépendence on the east end to Republic
Road just north of Twin Oaks Country Club on thestnend. It will utilize existing structures at
National Avenue and James River Freeway for bidgel@estrian underpasses. Connections will
be made to the Bradford Office Park, Cox Medicaht€eand the neighborhood west of Cox.

Future work will extend the Ozark Greenways traitite east to Fremont and to the west to the
existing Ward Branch Greenways Trail in Shadowoolddsvision, providing a continuous tralil
to the Library Center on South Campbell. In additio will eventually connect tthe Link a
north-south bicycle/pedestrian route connectingotieenway trails, universities and
downtown.

Stabilization of the banks of Ward Branch redutesamount of harmful sediment that washes
downstream through neighborhoods, into the Jamesr Rnd eventually to Table Rock Lake.



The project includes a projected $1.3 million fonstruction and an additional $200,000 for
design costs. All properties were acquired volulytarith no use of eminent domain. Flat Creek
Excavating is the contractor for the project.

Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park

The $1.1 million Nathanael Greene/Close MemoriakBpillway Enhancements Improvement
Project (pdf) includes stabilization and beautiiiwa of the spillway of Lake Drummond to
address erosion. The project includes new waténfesand improvements to the South Creek
culvert under Scenic Avenue, and to the South C@&elenway Trail.

The project cost includes a projected $900,00@dmstruction and an additional $100,000 for
design costs. Hartman Construction is the contrdotahe project.

Both the Ward Branch and Nathanael Greene/ClosedviahiPark projects involve the removal
of a number of trees at each location. The Cifyréserving as many existing trees as possible,
and will also improve the overall tree canopy altimgfuture creek corridor. The City had
professional tree canopy evaluations at both lonatiwhich were used to guide final project
design to minimize tree loss. Trees removed wiltdpgaced at twice the loss rate at these sites
or at other locations along Springfield waterwand public properties.

The estimated completion date for both projectpiing 2014.
Other waterways improvement projects completed @06 Parks Sales Tax funds are:
e Doling Lake and Waterway

e Sequiota Park

e Fassnight Park
» Dickerson Park Zoo

For more information, contact: Todd Wagner, Priatipngineer, 417-864-1901 or Cora Scott,
Director of Public Information & Civic Engagemerit417-864-1009 or
cscott@springfieldmo.gov




