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News Release

For Immediate Release

Application for Council's Vacant Seat Begins January 2013

City Council will begin taking applications after the first of the year, for the General D seat left
vacant following Thomas Bieker's Nov. 2 resignation. Whoever they appoint will serve the
remainder of the term, which ends in April 2015.

City Charter section 2.5 states that vacancies will be filled with a majority City Council vote and
the appointee will serve in the position until the next regular city election. While the next City
election is in April 2013, the Jan. 15 deadline for filing for that election could make turnaround
time for signature collection difficult. Appointing someone after that deadline ensures the
appointee will serve the remainder of the current term.

Mayor Bob Stephens pointed out “we are already four weeks into the signature-gathering process
for that election. In fairness to that person, we should wait to appoint until afterthat Jan. 15
deadline.”

Application information will be available at Springfieldmo.gov beginning in January.

For more information, contact: Cora Scott, Director of Public Information & Civic Engagement,
417-864-1009 (office) | 417-380-3352 (cell), cscott@springfieldmo.gov
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